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SERMON, No. VII. 


Mark x. 51.—The blind man said unto him, Lord, 
that I might receive my sight. 


When we labor under some extreme difficulty, our 
minds are immediately filled with an anxious hope of 
relief, the moment we learn there is one approaching, 
whose mercy and ability have often been successfully 
exercised for the relief of such difficulty. Such ap- 
pears to be the sensible condition of the blind man, 
and such his confidence in the power of Jesus to re- 
store. ‘Tho thought by the multitude to intrude upon 
the peace and dignity of the assembly that followed 
Jesus, and by many charged that he should hold his _ 
peace, it only served to arouse his anxiety, and caused 
him to cry the more, Thou son of David, have merey 
on me. 

Had Jesus been filled with the spirit of the great 
men of the world, the pomp of the multitude that fol- 
lowed him, might have lifted his feelings from a sense 
of poverty, — removed him far from the cries of the 
way-faring stranger. But such was not the character 
of our Lord. His ears were always open to the cries 
of the necessitous. He who came to seek and to save 
that which was lost, was ever mindful of his important 
mission, and ever ready to exhibit the tokens of his 
mercy. He stood and commanded the blind man to be 
called. ‘The voice of the people was then inmediate- 
ly changed. They who charged him to hold his peace, 
were then ready to comfort him, saying, Be of good 
comfort, arise ; he calleth thee. How frequently is it 
the case, that the minds of the multitude are completely 
obsequious to what is thought to be the will of their 
leader. While Jesus was walking out of Jericho, with 


-* his disciples and the multitude following, they thought 
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blind Bartimeus, by the way side begging, to be a 
disturber of their tranquillity ; and doubtless, because 
they thought it inconsistent with the dignity of the oc- 
casion, that, Jesus, whose attention was then occupied 
by a multitude, should be invited to listen to the voice 
of a poor stranger. But when they learned that he 
was disposed to attend to his entreaties, the whole 
scene was changed. 

Much of the comfort, enjoyment and business of life, 
is dependent on sight. We who have always been 
accustomed to the privilege of this faculty, can hardly 
conceive how we should lament its loss. To be shut 
from the light of the sun, of the moon, and of the stars ; 
to be secluded from the countenances of our friends, 
and from the varied beauties of creation; to be doom- 
ed to spend an age of everlasting night amidst the 
vast assemblage and succession of unseen objects that 
surround us; 1s a condition that curtails much of hea- 
ven’s blessings to man, and calculated to clothe him 
with a constant gloom. But a person who has been 
blind froin his birth, tho he may be sensible, that want 
of sight is a defect, cannot be supposed to be able to 
represent to his mind the whole extent of his loss.— 


He has no means to enable him to form a correct idea 
of the appearance of objects; for it is not in the pow- 


er of language to describe it to him. Nothing with 
which he is acquainted, affords a just similitude for 


such description. No trait of his experience can pos- 
sibly afford any thing more than a shade of analogy.— 


¥ . . ¥, 
But he may be fully persuaded that sight is a blessing. 
He may contemplate many of its advantages, and 
catch with eagerness at every gleam of hope, that he 


shall one day enjoy its privileges. Al) this may re- 
volve with sweetness in his mind, and yet when intro- 
duced to the light, he launches, as it were, into a new 


world, and views the before unseen objects, as afford- 


ing descriptions of inexpressible pleasure—descrip- 
tions which he never before thought of. 


But a blind man, by a false education, is capable of 
the most erroneous ideas concerning light and the ap- 
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pearance of objects, and may consequently acquire 
very hurtful prejudices. He may be imposed upon in 
many things, by which he could not have been imposed 
upon, had he enjoyed the privilege of sight. And such 
may be the strength of his prejudices, that with difli- 
culty he could be persuaded to hear any arguments that 
oppose his views ; and with still greater difficulty 
would he be persuaded to give them an impartial at- 
tention. Should he tell us that sight is no privilege, 
that the appearance of objects is as often disagreeable 
as pleasant, and that it is only a source of misery tg 
those who possess it, we might combat his prejudices 
by declaring the happy consequences by expe- 
rience; but have we reason to believe, from what we 
know of the nature of man, that this would bear much 
comparative weight in opposition to the prejudices ef 
a false education ? Those teas, which had been taught 
him when he was young, and in which he had long 
been led blindfold, he would not allow to be opposed ~ 
by the testimony of actual experience with respect to 
a recent doctrine. Should we ask him why he does 
not yield to the force of actual experience, he might 
tell us, his teachers had as good an opportunity to 
know as we. Should we undertake to describe the 
beauties of creation ; the convenience, advantage, and 
happiness, resulting from sight, he might be able te 
oppose every argument in his ewn mind, and affirm 
that he could see none of these conclusions; and need 


we marvel? for, alas ! the man is blind! Such is the 


inisfortune of walking in darkness. 
There have been many more blind minds than blind 


eyes. The experience of ages bears testimony to this 


lamentable truth. In a land of christian liberty like 
ours, and among professors of religion, a comparison of 


the diferent sentiments will show there is abundance 
of darkness. As the light of truth must be uni- 


form in its instructions, it follows of course that what- 
ever is discordant, partakes of darkness. Jf, says our 


Lord, thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of 
 " garieness. If, therefore, the light that is in thee be 
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darkness, how great is that darkness ? Literal dark- 
ness is a fit emblem of evil. Both ideas seem some- 
times to be blended in the same passage. For exam- 
ple—“He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind.’ The grand design of our Savior 
was, to light or enlighten every man that cometh into 
the world; to enlighten the eyes of the understanding ; 
to give light to them that sit in darkness, and to be a 
light to the Gentiles that he may be their salvation to 
the ends of the earth. 

Were it not for the darkness that reigns over the 
human mind, the want of mental sight, sound argu- 
ment in vindication of the cause of truth, could not 
have been so long withstood. One, who imagines he 
sees the pure light of gospel truth, might suppose there 
was no difficulty in converting as many as would hear 
him preach. But experience shows us that such a 
supposition only argues a want of acquaintance with 
the human mind. man may have the literatare and ° 
qualifications ef St. Paul, we preach with the tongue 
of an angel, if his arguments embrace nothing within . 
‘he compass of his hearers” experience, and draws 
nothing conclusive from their own mode of thinking, 
it would prove no more effectual than sounding brass 
or a tinkcling cymbal. The fruit of instruction de- 
pends much on the previous situation of the mind, as 
the seed sown on good ground, produced not to the 
same ayount in every place; but yielded, some thirty, 
some sixty, and some an hundred fold. It is not to be 
forgotten that the wayside, stony places, and land in- 
fested with thorns, were altogether unfruitful. 

To what but blindness can we attribute the many 
extravagant rites, ceremonies, and sacrifices, that the 
world has witnessed? The funeral piles, Juggernaut, 
and Moloch in the valley of Hinnom, have devoured 
their multitudes in literal fire and torture. To such 
and many others, applies the divine denunciation ; 
Woe unto them that eall evil good, and good evil ; that 
put darkness for light, and light for daricness ; 
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that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! To the 
same source may be traced much that bears the name 
of religion in our age. As the Jews made void the 
law by holding the tradition of the elders, so are the 
unnatural and contradictory interpretations of scrip- 
ture now supported. While one is made a dupe to 
the traditions of his ancestors, another falls a prey to 
a blind philosophy that yields to nothing but its own 
speculations. The word of God, designed as a lamp 
to our feet, and a light to our path, through such veils, 
can afford but little light. In short, tho it is but little 
that we can see, we must be blind indeed, not to per- 
ceive that this is a world of darkness. Is there then 
a Jesus that says, What wilt thou that I should do unto 
thee ? Happy are we, if we can answer like the blind 
man, Lord, that I might receive my sight. But how 
often does it fall to their misfortune to be insensible of 
their situation, and say with the church of the Laodi- 
ceans, I am rich, and increased in goods, and have 
need of nothing ; whereas he that sees things as they 
are, is prepared to tell them, Thou knowest not, that 
thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked. 

Two things are noticeable in the situation of the 
blind man. First, he was sensible that being blind 
deprived him of many invaluable privileges ; and, sec- 
ondly, confiding in the power of Jesus, he did not be- 
lieve him inflexible to the cries of the needy. Had he 
anticipated, there was a decree of reprobation against 
him, by which he was doomed to a state of endless 
woe, would it not have damped the ardor of his pray- 
er ? Would he have been likely to surmount persever- 
ingly the obstacles of approaching Jesus, at that time? 
If the doctrine of particular election and reprobation 
be true, which embraces comparatively few on the side 
of election, is it not strange that among ail who called 
on Jesus for help, while he was upon earth, not one 
proved to be areprobate P It could form no plausible 
plea for the doctrine, to say Christ was not pleased to 
distinguish the elect from the reprobate,’ Sicouse it 
G* ; 
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would allow him to perform miracles of healing on 
those, who were the decreed subjects of endless mise- 
ry It would be saying to some, Thy faith hath made 
thee whole, when it only fattened them for the slaugh- 
ter. 

The blind man’s petition was a prayer that flowed 
from the immediate impression of his feelings. It 
admitted no ostentatious preamble for an introduction ; 
nor was it lengthened by vain repetitions. It requir- 
ed no premeditative study to indite it; but flowed as 
the language of feeling and want. It was short, com- 
prehensive, expressive, and energetic. Such prayers 
afford proper models of imitation. Disencumbered 
frem superfluities and many excrescences of language, 
they express with energy, the ideas, which are suited 
to the wants of the supplicant. When a person is 
acquainted with his necessities, and is anxiously en- 
gaged for relief, he seldom fails to express himself to 
the purpose. Hence to pray with propriety, we must 
study our own and the necessities of others. We 
must learn to model our petitions from the language of 
nature. As all counterfeits are designed to represent 
that which is true, but generally exhibit some marks 
of deception ; so the prayers of hypocrites are de- 
signed to imitate the a ai of piety, but they are 
rarely able to secrete their imposture. Those that 
pray for things in which they feel no interest, or which, 
if accomplished, would cross their feelings, cannot fail 
of falling much short of the energy and expressiveness 
of the blind man’s petition. Anciently, hypocrites 
made long prayers to be seen of men. It appears to 
have been less their object to be heard than to be seen. 
Perhaps, in some instances, the custom has since as- 
sumed a new form, so that men have sought to be heard 
more than to be seen, and in secret prayer would have 
us believe, the impressions of the spirit are such that 
their sonorous exclamations, which fill the surrounding 
villages with noise, cannot, or ought not to be restrain- 
ed. The old form of hypocritical prayer has become 
teo stale to be always servilely imitated. Like mos: 
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other things of this world, it varies with the fashions of 
the times. 

Forms of prayer, committed to memory and often 
repeated, are apt to lose much of their intended ener- 

. They are not, however, in all cases to be con- 
Zeenat. Were this the case, specimens for imitation 
would not have been left on record, nor would our 
Lord have given the admirable form of prayer which . 
he granted at the request of his disciples. Such is 
the nature of the human mind, that in time it becomes 
weary with the repetition of a single thing, however 
good in itself considered. What is true of other things 
in this respect, is equally true of prayer. Variety is 
needed in spiritual, as well as in temporal food. 

Our Maker has so constituted the nature of his 
worship, that in those things which he made our duty 
to perform, we are to derive the benefit and pleasure 
that we need. For he is not worshipped as the he 
needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life and 
breath, and all things needful to enjoy. He requires 
no servile labor. The performance then of ceremo- 
nial prayer, we have no reason to believe, is accepta- 
ble to him, who requires the honest effusions of the 
heart. 

It is observable that the scriptures have no where 
any commands for settimes for prayer. To pray with- 
out ceasing, seems to be a general injunction. Althe 
we read of the ninth hour, being the hour of prayer, it 
appears to have been established more by custom, than 
by any particular command. And tho, for conveni- 
ence, it may be proper to adopt particular times for 
prayer as well as preaching ; another ought not to be 
condemned for adopting a different time; nor should 
he that prays many times a day, judge him that prays 
less. It has become a custom with many to censure 
those families, where prayers are not heard every 
morning and evening. But such censures have but 
little foundation, so long as verbal prayers are very 
uncertain tokens of real christianity. They are known 
to be the boasts of hypocrites and the glory of pha- 
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risees. Prayer, however, is not on this apcount to be 
exploded. It destroys not the true, because there is 
counterfeit. But itis to be reckoned among outward 
performances; and, when without mercy and truth, 
with other irregularities, that superstition has attach- 
ed to the service ofreligion. The blind man, sensible 
of his need, prayed when he heard that the Savior was 
near. Our heavenly Father is sensibly near to all 
that put their trustin him. The eyes of the Lord are 
upon the righteous, and his ears are open to their cry. 
The blind man prayed earnestly and was heard ; not 
for much speaking, but for an effectual, fervent prayer. 
The favor he requested’ was of the first importance 
to him, and what the Lord was very willing to bestow. 

We may further notice that prayer and works nat- 
urally accompany each other. When a man prays 
in earnest, he will not only use words, but such means 
as properly come within the compass of his ability. 
For a rich man to pray that the Lord will feed the 
hungry and clothe the naked, and himself withhold a 
portion of what the Lord has given him, it would be 
a sure token of impropriety and hypocrisy. For a 
poor man to pray for an earthly blessing bat not labor 
to obtain it, would be equally inconsistent. The man 
that prays for the salvation of all men, ought not to 
oppose the faith that embraces the salvation of all men. 
A man ought by no means to pray for what he believes 
to be in opposition to the decree of heaven; but to 
account all such desires of opposition, as unholy, and 
what he ought to oppese. But if persuaded that his 
desires are good, and yet in opposition to his faith, it 
ought, at least, to lead him to a careful re-examina- 
tion. When he believes God will have all men to be 
saved, and come unto the knowledge of the truth, he 
ought not to consider it unholy for him to possess the 
same desire; neither ought he to be fearful, that he is 
criminal, when he seeks for the truth of that doctrine, 
which he desires, and which he believes to be embrac- 


ed in the will of his Maker. 
Let the man, therefore, that feels his own need of 
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the light of truth, and cries with blind Bartimeus, 
Lord, that I might receive my sight, remember, that 
he ‘should love his neighbor as himself, and not only 
pray, but trust and believe for others, as he does for 


himself, that the Lord will impartially give sight to 
the blind. 


—_———— 


From the (Londen) Universal Theological Magazine. 


SKETCH OF THE MEMOIRS OF JOHN HUSS AND JE- 


ROME OF PRAGUE, TWO EMINENT PROTESTANT MAR- 
TYRS. 


“The holy army of martyrs praise thee, O Lord.” 


Having delineated the most prominent features of 
the lives of Wickliff, Luther, and Melancthon, we 


proceed to consider two other celebrated characters, 
who forwarded the rEForMaATion, but who fell victims 
to the dark. and merciless genius of popery. The 
names of John Huss and Jerome of Prague, ought to 
be held in everlasting remembrance! Their talents, 
their learning, their zeal, are entitled to the admira- 
tion and gratitude of the protestant world. We put 
them together because they were intimate with each 
other—their labors were in many respects united— 


and they were still further assimilated by the nature 
and severity of their sufferings. They bore a joint 
testimony in favor of pure and undgfiled religion, 
and sealed that testimony with their blood! Not to 
contemplate such characters with reverence, would 
argue on our part great insensibility. Let us imitate 
such examples of tried integrity. Let us view their 
exertions, tho attended with pain and ignominy, in a 
proper point of view, keeping in our eye the final 
recompence of reward. 


Joun Huss was born at Hussenitz, a town of Bohe- 
mia, about the year 1376, and received a liberal edu- 
cation in the University of Prague. - Having taken 


the degree of B. A. in 1593, and that of M. A. in 1385, 
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he accordingly became, in 1400, a minister of a church 
in that city. The writings of Wickliff had reached 
Bohemia, and they were admired by Huss, who ac- 
quiesced most heartily in his exposure of the errors 
and vices of the Romish church. The sale of indul- 
zencies particularly roused his indignation, The 
archbishop of Prague began by this time to be alarm- 
ed at the increase ofthe Hussites,issued forth two man- 
dates—the one, ordering the writings of Wickliff to be 
burnt—the other inculcating the belief of transubstan- 
tiation. ‘These mandates were opposed by Huss with 
zeal and ability. An appeal was made tothe pope, 
and the archbishop was accordingly summoned to 
Rome. After various altercations, however, it was 
determined that Huss and his followers were heretics, 
a name which in every age has been bestewed upon 
the reformer of ecclesiastical errors and abuses. In- 
deed, the cry of heresy has been the bugbear of the 
church. ‘The indolent, who are too lazy to inquire, 
and the interested, whose advantage itis to perpetu- 
ate ancient prejudices, will always be inclined to 
stigmatize with the appellation of heretics the cher- 
ishers of a rational and manly piety. 

Huss with a courage highly cominendable, continued 
to preach and write against the errors and supersti- 
tions of the Roman church. In consequence of his la- 
bors he was banished from Prague. Pope John having 
published a bull against the King of Naples, about the 
vear 1415, our reformer exposed its wickedness and 
fully. On this occasion some of the Hussites were 
seized and put into prison, where contrary to the most 
solemn assurances of their safety, they were executed. 
Their bodies, however, were rescued by the protes- 
tants for interment, and handsome tokens of respect 
paid to their memory. 

Huss appeared, agreeable to his summons, at the 
council of Constance, 1414, whefe he was examined 
and then imprisoned forheresy. This was done, not- 
standing the emperor had given his word for his secu- 
rity ; nor were his efforts afterwards to release him 
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from this captivity attended with the Jeast success.— 
Tossed from prison to prison for six whole months, 
suffering great hardships trom those persons to whose 
custody he was committed, he was at last condemned 
without a hearing. The emperor complained heavily 
of this injustice, and msisted upon his being heard — 
He was therefore once more brought up, in the month 
of June, 1415,—defended himself before the council— 
but after much noise and tumult, they declared for his 
recantation. ‘This he nobly refused, and was carried 
back to prison, whence he was borne to execution with 
every possible degree of ignominy. He was stripped 
of his sacerdotal vestments by bishops appointed for 
the purpose—formally deprived of his university de- 
grees—and had a paper crown put on his head, painted 
with devils, with the word Heresiarch inscribed in 
large letters. ‘Thus arrayed, he was delivered over to 
the civil magistrate, who burnt him altve, his books 
having been previously consumed by fire, at the door of 
the church! His ashes were gathered up and flung 
into the Rhine! He died with uncommon firmness and 
resolution. 

Jerome of Prague, so called from the place of his 
birth, next claims our attention. He was not, indeed, 
either a monk or an ecclesiastic, but appears te have 
had a learned education. At Paris, Heidelberg, Co- 
logne, and (some say) Oxford, he pursued his studies 
with great application. Particulars of this early part 
of his life have not reached us. It is, however, certain, 
that the universities where he had studied, conferred 
on him degrees,—a circumstance indicative of their 
approbation. Why Jerome never enrolled himself 
among the ecclesiastics, it has not been in our power 
to ascertain; but his knowledge of divinity, and his 
zeal to propagate the doctrines of the reformatioit, 
seem nevertheless to have capacitated him fer the 
faithful discharge of the duties of the christian minis- 
try. The we cannot determine the precise year of 
his birth, yet we know that in the year 1408, he 
to publish the doctrines of Hussites. The council of 








| 
} 





te — 
meer nee vee 








108 Christian Repository. 


Constance were alarmed at his conduct, and resolved 
to keep a watchful eye over him. Accordingly, look- 
ing upon him as a dangerous person, he was cited be- 
fore them in the year 1415, to give an answer of his 
faith. ‘Thither he went, but finding, on his arrival at 
Constance, that John Huss had been thrown into pris- 
on, he immediately withdrew to Aberlingen, whence 
he sent to the emperor for a safe conduct, but that 
favor was refused. He now gave public notice that 
he was willing to attend the council, and answer to 
the charges brought against him, provided he had an 
assurance given him of personal safety during his jour- 
ney: and he also added, that he had recourse to this 
public declaration, because, in case he should be seiz- 
ed by the council, the injustice of such a procedure 
might be the more fully known to the world. 

No notice being taken of this declaration, Jerome 
was determined to return to his native country; but 
the council after some deliberation, despatched a safe- 
conduct to him, importing that “as they had the extir- 
pation of HEREsy, above all things, at heart, they sum- 
moned him to appear in the space of fifteen days, to 
be heard in the first session that should be held after 
his arrival—that-for this purpose they had sent him 
by these presents a safe-conduct, so far as to secure 
him from any violence, but they did not mean to ex- 
empt him from justice, as far as it depended on the 
council, and as the catholic faith required.” This 
pass and summons reached him ; but he was neverthe- 
less seized on his way home, and sent to Constance in 
chains! He was carried, after a kind of examination, 
to a tower in St. Paul’s Church, there fastened to a 
pest, and bis hands tied to his neck with the same 
chains ! In this posture he continued two days without 
the least nourishment, upon which he fell dangerously 
ill, and desired a confessor might be allowed him, 
which was granted, whereby he obtained a little more 
liberty. Being interrogated about his faith, he ex- 
plained himself upon the subject of the eucharist in 
the following manner: “that in the sacrament of the 
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altar, the particular substance of that piece of bread 
which is there, is transubstantiated into the body of 
Christ, but that the wnirersal substance of the bread 
remains.” Some time after he retracted this opinion, 
and approved the condemnation of Wickliff and John 
Huss. But this recantation he soon renounced in 
these pointed terms—“ I am not ashamed to confess 
here publicly my weakness. Yes, with horror, I con- 
fess my base cowardice! It was only the dread of 
punishment by fire, which drew me to consent egainsi 
my conscience, to the condemnation of Wicklifi and 
John Huss.” "This was deemed explicit ; he was de- 
livered over to the secular arm, and burnt alive, with 
circumstances of peculiar ignominy! We are, howey- 
‘er, informed that Jerome, as the executioner led him 
to the stake, testified, with great steadiness, his per- 
severance in his faith, by repeating his creed in a loud 
voice, and singing hymns to the Virgin Mary!! Hence 
he was deemed by his followers to have merited a 
martyr’s crown, and his name has been enrolled along 
with the names of Wickliff and Huss, among the most 
illustrious promoters of the Reformation. Who can 
read this brief narrative of the lives of John Huss and 
Jerome of Prague, these illustrious martyrs of the 
Reformation, without dropping a tear of commisera- 
tion over their sufferings? Their crame was that. of 
endeavoring to free their fellow creatures from the 
shackles of superstition and religious tyranny. They 
indeed perished in the attempt; but their names live, 
and the cause which they sealed with their blood 
Hourishes among their descendants! Their merito- 
rious efforts are remembered with gratitude. The 
religion which required such atrocious acts of cruelt 

to support it, must be a false religion. Accordingly 
these bloody deeds are held in execration by the pro- 
fessors of pure christianity. An intolerant zeal has 
uniformly proved the source of innumerable calami- 
‘ties to mankind. Persecution is- the parent of hy- 
pocrisy. The rack, the gibbet, and the stake, may 
frighten poor human nature from the acknowledge- 

10 . 
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ment of the truth; but the free, unconstrained senti- 
ments of the heart are alone acceptable to the Supreme 
Being ! In such sacrifices he always delights! Let us 
cherish, therefore, the spontaneous convictions of the 
mind. ‘The liberal inquirer after divine truth should 
rank high in our estimation. Uncharitableness is the 
germ of persecution: and with respect to persecutors 
of every description, let us say, Cursed be their anger, 
for it is fierce, and their wrath, for it is cruel. O 
my soul, come not igto their secret ; unto their assem- 
ilies, mine honor, be thou not united ! 


| 


“ LIFE OF ELDER BENJAMIN PUTNAM,” AND STRICTURES& 
UPON IT, BY BR. JOHN E. PALMER. 

A Sketch of the life of Elder Benjamin Putnam, 
written by himself, and printed “at Woodstock, we 
had calculated to have noticed before; but by reason 
of delay, we have had the privilege of perusing stric- 
tures upon it, by Br. John E. Palmer ; both of which 
we calculate now to notice. From the account which 
Elder Putnam gives of himself, it appears to have 
pleased God to favor him with a saving change of 
heart,-in ‘an early period of life. The different de- 
nominations of christians, to which, at different times, 
he has been united, have been no less than three ; 
atid he Has now returned to the house from whence he 
came out, and seems to be satisfied that it is swept 
atid garnished to receive him. He first joined the 
close Communion Baptists, and from them the Free- 
will Baptists, then the Christians, and afterwards re- 
turiied to the first denomination. He had far years, 
beén an opposer of the doctrines of close communion, 
drigitial ‘and infinite sin, finite atonement, endless 
mhisery, particular election, and reprobation. To all 
théSe lie has how returned, and embraces them as the 
indisputable doctrines of divine revelation, and the 
@arlings of his heart. He appears to write to his old 
Christian brethren, whom he views to be. in a most 
egregious error, with abundance of feeling; and, 
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tho he has no disposition to commune Witli the best 
of them, he hopes to meet some of them in that state of 
perfection, where nothing can be admitted to sqparate 
them. He manifests the strongest confidence of the 

correctness of his present views ; his feet are estab- 
lished on the standard of what he conceives to be 
genuine orthodoxy. He, therefore, comes to them, and 
to all ef us, who deny any of the afore-named doctrines, 
as one from the dead, and calls upon us torepent. He 
has travelled through all our experience, long em- 
braced and vindicated the doctrines which we believe, 
knows our ground, knows our arguments, and has found 
them all to be false and deceptive. As a specimen of 
the fellow-feeling and tender regard by which he ad- 
dresses his former Christian brethren, we quote the fol- 
lowing paragraph. 

“IT had, a few years previously, been instrumental in 
gathering several churches, to whom I was now con- 
stantly preaching. They appesres generally to be in 
a prosperous situation ; at least, they were so consid- 
ered. They were very attentive to my instructions, 
and I had reason to believe reposed great confidence in 
me. Manyofthem dated their awakening from my 
sermons. [had baptized the greater part of them on 
the condition of their faith, altho some had been 
received in the neglect of this ordinance. I had often 
administered the Lord’s supper to them. Nething had 
ever taken place, in my knowledge, which had created 
the least alienation of affection. Indeed, I think, 
their esteem for me could not have been greater, thaji 
mine for them. We had been united by ties dearer 
than life, and stronger than death. They are still 
very precious in my view as christians, and F strongly 
anticipate the meeting of them, in that state of perfec- 
tion in which there will be nothing to separate us. 
Such are my feelings while writing this paragraph, 
when [ reflect upon the past, and especially apon my- 
self, as having been the instrument of leading those 
unwary souls astray from the truth, that I can scarce- 
ly forbear wetting my paper with tears. [fever I pray 
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sincerely, I remember them at the throne of grace, and 
beseech God to counteract the poisonous influence of 
those errors, into which they haye fallen through my’ 
means. QO, that I may yet be instrumental in the 
Bands of God, in recovering them from those false 
opinions.” 

From this quotation, we turn back to his 49th page, 
and read the following : “I had previously believed, 


that the saints might so fall as to be finally lost ;_ but 


when I was led to see that their salvation depended, 
not upon their own works, but upon the faithfa@iness 


of Christ; I could no longer admit the possibility ; as 
it appesress incredible, that he should begin a gvod 
work in any, and leave it unfinished.” 

We now, in the third place, turn to his 139th page, 
and read; «I see no reason why a christian minister 
is not under, at least, as great obligation “to declare 
all the counsel of God,” as a witness in court is, to 
tell the whole truth. In one case, property, and, per- 
haps, life is at stake ; in the other, an eternal interest, 
even the salvation of the soul is pending.” 

From the preceding quotations, we are made ac- 
quainted with the sympathy, that moves our author 
with peculiar tenderness toward his former brethren. 
He goes so far as to cherish a strong anticipation of 
meeting them in astate of perfection. He speaks in 

neral terms; at least, with reference to those, with 
whom he had happily walked, and for whom he had 
experienced such oy Y of tenderness. He seems, 
therefore, to think the Lord had begun a good work 
upon them, and, from the second quotation already 
made, we find he is cenfident he will not “leave it 
unfinished.”” Why then should the compassionate 
man shed so many tears, at the ie Ta of his lead- 
ing so many unwary souls astray? Ishe afraid “the 

isonous influence of those errors”? will damn any of 
God's elect? Certainly not. Ifhe expects in a fu- 
ture estate, to rejoice in the glorious display of divine 
| justice, in the miseries of the damned, and the poison- 
: ous influence of those errors should prove, among the 
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‘best of means, to prepare them for that misery, why 


should the man cry, when he expects soon to rejoice 
at the glorious spectacle of their misery? Is he un- 
reconciled to the will of God, notwithstanding his 
high attainments in theological knowledge ? or is it 
the mere effect of humaninfirmities ? But when we 
come to learn, as we are told in a passage already 
cited that “the salvation of the soul is pending” on 
the christian minister, we do not marvel that the 
thoughts of “leading those unwary souls astray frem 
the truth,’’ should occasion a flood of tears; neither 
do we marvel that the poor man should so far lose his 
reason, as to deal in the most direct contradictions 
that language could express. Never could a contra- 
diction appear more visible, than in the two followin 
sentences. “It appeared,’ says he, “that if the fin 
salvation of christians depend upon their faithful- 
ness, they will all be certain to fail, as all are un- 
doubtedly more or lessupfaithful ; 1 hence saw a ne- 
cessity of having it placed on a more permanent basis, 
even the immutable promise and oath of Jehovah.”— 
Page 49. Wereadagain; “I see no reason why a 
christian minister is not under at least as great obli- 
gation “to declare all the counsel of God” as a wit- 
ness in court is to declare the whole truth. In one 
case, property, and, perhaps, life is at stake; in the 
other, an eternal interest, even the salvation of the 
soul is peNDING !” .Wenow come .to conclusions. 
The eternal interest, the salvation of the soul is pend- 
ing on christian ministers, and they all are more or 
less unfaithful. Conclusion —Christians “will all be 
certain to fail”? of salvation. Again ; ‘I saw the ne- 
cessity of having it placed on a more permanent basis, 
even the immutable promise and oath of Jehovah.” 
Conclusion.—The eternal interest, even the salvation 
of the soul which is on the permanent basis, is as im- 
mutable as the promise and oathof Jehovah! 

We recollect of reading no author, that ever wrote 
with more seeming confidence of his dwn correctness, 
than the one we now notice ; and yet few authors ap- 
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pear more absurd and contradictory. To offer brief 
remarks upon alt that we view inaccuracies in this 
work, would require a distinct volume. But as most 
of the subjects have long been before the public, and 
have been ably discussed by learned writers, whose 
works are pretty generally known, it is less necessa- 
ry that we attempt a refutation of all that we deem 
erroneous. And it is made still less needful, as 
we have the privilege of recommending the valuable 
“Strictures” of Br. Palmer upon this work, a few 
y meee om of which we calculate to give, before we 
close this article. But we have already written 
enough to show, that tho he were “an angel from 
heaven,”? his work is not entitled to our confidence ; 
because it is not calculated for a suitable antidote “to 
counteract the poisonous influence of error.”” A few 
things more, however, we will notice. . 

After acknowledging that the words efernal, ever- 
lasting, for ever, and for ever and ever, are applied to 
things which have an end, he endeavors to introduce 
these words as affording argument in favor of endless 
misery. He buildson Matt. xxv. 46, where he finds 
eternal applied to life, and everlasting to punishment, 
urging that the duration of one must be equal to the 
other. He says, “We have no more authority to 
limit*the word everlasting, than we have to limit the 
word eternal.”> But we ask, where does he get his 
authority for limiting the word everlasting, when ap- 
plied to the hills, in the $d chapter of Hab. and un- 
derstanding at endless when applied to God in the 
same verse ? He answers, from the nature of the sub- 
ject. So in Matt. Punishment and life are distinct 
subjects, tho mentioned in the same verse. He must 
then prove punishment to be endless, before he can 
establish this to be the meaning of the word everlast- 
ing in that passage. Thus we see our author is striv- 
ing to maintain an argument with materials that. he 
had broken to pieces in a preceding page. We do 
not much marvel at this, because we have before seen 
the marks of the reigning power of a peculiar and un- 











Christian Repository. £15 


fortunate infatuation. Some, perhaps, may think we 
judge hard ; but we can only say, if such is not the 
tree, the fruit has deceived us. 

Respecting the natural signification of those terms, 
we are disposed to doubt the idea of endless duration: 
The learned Parkhurst, in his Hebrew Lexicon, speak- 
ing of the Hebrew word usually translated everlasting, 
&c. observes ; “It seems to be much more frequent! 
used for an indefinite, than for infinite time.” Elder 
Putnam, and other writers, on these terms, will do well 
te bear in mind that it requires something more than 
the bare force of a word, to prove an endless duration, 
in opposition to the sense, in which it is “much more 
frequently used.” 

“Admitting,” says Elder P. “it to be a fact, that 
the inspired writers meant to describe the punishment 
of the wicked as being unlimited in duration, I can 
think of no words more appropriate than those, which 
they bave used. Had theyused other terms, if possi- 
ble more explicit, the carnal mind would be disposed 
to explain away their meaning. How many wayshave 
been invented to get rid of endless misery!  Altho 
the desire to evade this truth, originates in the carnal 
mind, yet undoubtedly many honest unsuspecting souls 
have been caught inthesrare. ‘Why have not man- 
kind been as much inclined to believe in universal 
damnation, as to believe that of universal salvation ? 
Not because they cannot as easily prove it from the 
Bible ; but because it is not so well adapted to the 
carnal mind.’—Page 126. We add the followin 
from page 129. “Perhaps,” says he, “he begins by 
wishing, that the doctrine of future punishment may 
not prove true, and continues to wish, until he pre- 
sumes it is not true.”’ 

From these quotations we learn that we have no 
reason to expect much exercise of charity toward us 
from this writer. For we are given to understand, 
that every argument in opposition to endless misery, 
receives no other origin, thah’ that of the’ carnal mind. 
We are not permitted to wish for the salvation of all 
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our fellow creatures, without being told that sucha 
wish iscarnal. ‘To be carnal is to be at enmity against 
God ; and to be at enmity against God is to be ¢iiui- 
nal. To wish, therefore, the doctrine of endless inise- 
ry false, is to be criminal. Then to avoid the error 
of believing universal salvation we mus it never wish 
to have it true, and it is probable we shall never be 
lieve it to be true. But those that do not wish to have 
it true, we conclude wish to have it false. A ma: 
cannot wish to haye endless misery true without wish- 
ing to-haye some of his fellow beings thus miserable. 
Elder P. has almost put the words into our mouths, 
that he wishes to have some people made eternally 
miserable, for an opposite wish he says is carnal. But 
notwithstanding, he feels so much for his old deceived 
brethren, that his tears flowed in abundance. Poor 
man! happy for him, had they flowed so copiously 
wpon his paper, as to deface those uncharitable cen- 
sures, thus freely aud peremptorily dealt out, and to 
hide from the eye of the printer, an attempt to sup- 
port sentiments that have long been a disgrace to 
christendom. 

Christ has commanded us to love our enemies. Now 
if we do not wish to have endless misery false, we 
must wish to have some miserable, whom we are com- 
manded to leve, whether we distinguish individuals o8 
not. Weshould pray for all men, and yet not wish to 
have all men saved ; we must believe Christ gave him- 
self a ransom for all men, and yet not wish to have all 
men benefited by that ransom ; and we musi believe 
that God will have all men to be saved, and yet not 
wish to have all men saved ! 

Let us further compare the sentiments of Elder P. 
withthe writings of St. Paul, and particularly, the 
passage in 1 Tim.ii.4. “Who will have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 
Wakefield, in his translation, renders the passage 
thus: ‘“Who.wisheth all men to bein safety, and to 
cemeto.an acknowledgement of the truth.” Now El- 
der P. informs that the carnal mind wishes to have the 
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doctrine of endless misery untrue; St. Paul aceord- 
ing to Wakefield, that God “wisheth to have all men 
in safety.’ WillElder P. desire to recall his cen- 
sure, or endeavor to maintain, that it is carnal for a 
man to wish what God wisheth, or to wish what God 
wills! We have to inforin the Elder and the public, 
that the word will, in the above passage, is not barely 
a sign of the future tense, but is used to express the 
meaning of a distinct significant verb, in the original 
language of the New Testament. 

Elder P’s. assertion that it is as easy to prove unt- 
versal damnation from the scriptures as universal sal, 
vation, can give the enlightened reader no very favo- 
rable idea of his biblical acquirements. Presuming 
that he means by damnation an unalterable state of 
misery, we are led to the conclusion that heis dispos- 
ed to hazard almost any expression, that is calculated 
to feed a prejudice against the doctrine of universal 
salvation. On this subject, we give one passage from 
scripture, namely Rom. v. 18. “Therefore as by the 
offence of one, judgement came upon all men to con- 
demnation ; evenso by the righteousness of one, the 
free gift came upon all men to justification of life.” 
Here we find universal condemnation ; but it a such 
as admits universal justification to succeedit. If El- 
der P. will cite us one passage which favors universal 
damnation, taken in the sense of endless suffering, as 
much as the one above, does universal salvation, we . 
are confident he will do more than we now believe.is 
in his power. We cannot but account. such. extrava- 
gant assertions, as manifest tokens of the weakness of 
the cause he is endeavoring to defend. 

-We now proceed to give the reader a few speci- 
mens of Br. Palmer’s Strictures on this work, which 
we consider expressive of our own sentiments. 

“You have written largely,” says he, addressin 
Elder P. “to prove Christ is the only true God, but 
you have only retailed arguments, which have been 
answered a hundred times. The name Christ signi- 
fies anointed ; hence Christ is called “the Christ of 
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God,” and “the only true God’ is called “the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”” However 
highly any person may be exalted, whatever titles of 
dignity may be given him, or whatever homage may be 
paid to him, as surely as this person. has a God, so 
surely he is not the “only true God, nor the same 
being as the Father, unless the Father also has a God, 
and yet the Father and Son are the same individual 
being”’. 7 

“Phe Christians de uot believe, and there are 
thousands out of this community, respectable for piety 
and learning, who do not believe that Christ came in- 
to the world to dispose the “Father of mercies,”’ to 
have compassion upon “his offspring ; but that the 
‘Father sent the Son to do bis will.’ ” 

“Another of the errors of this people in your view, 
is, “they deny the doctrine of original sin; they do 
not admit that our natures became sinful in coyse- 
quence of the transgression of our first parents.” In 
justice to this people, [ must say, during fifteen years 
acquaintance with them, I never heard any of them 
deny any sin mentioned in the Bible. The Bible 
says nothing about original sin. It is true it makes 
us acquainted with the origin of sin; and tells us that 
“by one man sin entered into the world.’ ‘There is 


‘not, I humbly believe, one word in the Bible that 


teaches us, we became sinful inconsequence oi Adam’s 
transgression. “What mean ye, that ye use this 
proverb, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set on edge? ‘The son shall not 
bear the iniquity of the father.” Do, my brother, 
take this solemn reproof, and no longer teach that 
father Adam ate sourgrapes almost six thousand years 
ago, and his children’s teeth are set on edge.” * * 
* * * * * ¥ ¥* * x * 
“In your 5th chap. you have given the “causes whence 
originated” your “recent changes respecting the 
work of grace, the doctrine of election, &c.” One 
cause was discovering “a striking contrast between” 
your “prayersand sermons.” I hope this cause-will yet 
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#produce one more change, and bring you right; for 


there must be a very atoning. contrast now between 
your prayers and ,sermons, if you preach and pray as 
your brethren in géeneraldé.””  *  * * * 
“Do you not, Sir, pray for all men? you say, “I 
knew no other way than to beseech God, in humble 
co. fdence, to change the hearts of sinners.” Well, 
this was the good and right way ; and do you pray so 
now ? If you do, is it in faith ? If you pray in faith for 
all men, and preach that God wills only the salvation 
of a part, there is a “striking contrast”? between your 
preaching and praying.”  * Me. PBee.. . 
“In what you have written upon election, you have 
advanced the most horrid ideas, which ever entered 
into the heart of man. You have labored to make out 
in an artful way, that God made some of mankind to 
be finally happy, and some to be finally miserable. In 
doing this you have impeached the divine Being, and 
contradicted his word. That my readers may be sat- 
isfied, I have not accused yon falsely, I must make an 
extract from your 46th and 47th pages. “ His saving 
some and not others, I could no longer construe par- 
tiality, as there is nothing in those who are made the 
gee of grace that could dispose him to distinguish 
hem from others, all by nature being in the same con- 
dition. I could not tell why he took one and left 
another, any more than why he sees fit to severely 
afflict one family or individual all their days with sick- 
ness, while another is blessed with health and all the 
surrounding comforts of life. i could plainly see that 
one was sorely chastised, and another considerably 
exempt; but why God should thus distinguish one 
from another, when all alike were deserving of the 
same chastisement, I could not see ; hence as I could 
ascertain the fact, altho I could not tell why it was 
so, it appeared that I ought to submit to it, and by no 
means reply against God.” ’ 
“Dreadful as this sentence appears to me, I have 
some conselation in believing that “when itas strip- 
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ped of its specious, forms of deception,” it will not 
mislead such as believe in the scriptures.” 

“You, it seems, have “ascertained the fact,” that 
God, by a sovereign ac, distinguishes seme from 
others eternally, by mak¥ng some the subjects of his 
grace and not others, as plainly as you have, that some 
are afflicted more in this world than others. How 
did you come by your knowledge ? Have you been in- 
to the eternal world, and seen one distinguished from 
anotier, when both were “alike deserving” of chas- 
tisement as plainly as you'see one afflicted more than 
another in this life? I presume not, and therefore 
what you have said A gate, BE “plainly” that God has 
made such a distinction among mankind as the doc- 
trine of election and reprobation supposes, is a mis- 
take to say the least. You certainly did not get your 
knowledge from the Bible; for that says nothing 
about Gods saving some and not others,” “distin- 
guishing one from another,” “taking one and not 
another.” I shall not do as you have done, make bold 
assertions, without scripture proof to support me. 
I say then the word of God in opposition to what you 
have written, declares, “God is no respecter of per- 
sons :” That “hes good to ALL, and his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works: That Christ “by the 
grace of God tasted death for every man.” iF this 
text is true, what you have said is false ; for you say, 
some are made the subjects of grace and not others. 
The text says every man is a subject of grace, inas- 
much as Christ died for every man, by the grace of 
God. Paul says, “ The erace of God which bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men.” You talk of 
God’s taking one and notanother. I hope you will see 
the striking contrast between what you have written 
and the Bible. As certain as the Bible is true, you 
are mistaken in what you have written upon “the 


subject of election: 


The foregoing quotations, with the few remarks 
which we offer on Elder Putnam’s life, are undoubt- 
edly sufficient to give our readers some general ideas 
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of both the biography of Elder Putnam and the siric- 
tures of Br. Palmer. As the Christian Repository 
contains but very little with reference to the common 
doctrine of the trinity, we have had some thoughts of 
noticing ina future No. Elder P.’s sentiments on the 
person of Christ. But as this labor must be deferred 
for the present, we shall endeavor to do in relation to 


this subject what we shall then consider the most 
expedient. 





From the (Lérdén) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
SKETCH OF THE MEMOIRS OF 


JOHN CALVIN. 
We are now about to present the reader with the 


biography of John Calvin, a reformer of eminence, 


and whose ziamé is well Known in the religious world. 
His history affords a variety of various particulars, 
and many valuable lessens may be ledrnt*from the 
events by which his life was distinguished. His 
opinions néed no explanation; they are adopted by a 
large portion of the Christian community. This in- 
deed makes it the more necessary to inquire into his 
character ; and we shall endeavor to delineate its 
principal features with fidelity. 

Joun Carvin (whose original name was Cauvin) 
was born at Noyon, Picardy, July, 1509. Having 
passed through the usual stages of education, particu- 
larly his grammar learning, and his philosophy at Pa- 
ris, he was presented to the Church in 1521, but re- 
ceived no living till 1527, when he entered on the rec- 
tory of Marteville, which he exchanged soon after for 
the rectory of Pont l’Eveque near Noyon. Itis said 
that pres Mig scriptures, he conceived a dislike to 
the superstitions of popery, and accordingly quitted 
the church for the study of the law. In this branch of 
Knowledge he made considerable progress, not how- 
ever utterly relinquishing the study of divinity. The 
pursuits of theology occupied his leisure hours.. U 


nis father’s death he returned to Noyon, but sion 
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went back to.Paris, where he, in the 24th year of his 
age, wrote a commentary upon Seneca’s Treatise on 
Clemency. Soon after this period he made himself 
known to such persons as had privately embraced the 
reformation. ‘This disclosure therefore laid the foun- 
dation for that distinction among the reformers to 
which he afterwards attained. 

It happened at this time that the rector of the uni- 
versity of Paris delivered a speech of which Calvin 
had furnished the materials ; this speech greatly dis- 
pleased the Sorbonne and parliament, and gave rise to 
persecution against the protestants, to avoid which, 
our reformer retired into the country. In 1534 he 
however returned to Paris again, tho the renewal of 
further troubles, in which the protestants were involv- 
ed, induced him soon to quit Paris altogether for Ba- 
sil, where he studied the Hebrew language. About 
this period he published his Institutions of the Chris- 
tian Religion, a work of considerable reputation. Its 
style has been admired for its elegance, and when we 
recollect the wide circle of toptes which are there dis- 
eussed, it may be termed a body of divinity. The 
dedication of it to Francis the ist, King of France, 
contains manly sentiments, and is indeed marked by 
strong features of integrity. It must also be remem- 
bered that this work at its first appearance in 1535, 
was only the outlines of a larger publication in 1558, 
which was given to the public with the author’s last 
corrections and augmentations. Its size in Latin and 
in French is that of a small folio ; whether there has 
been a translation of it into the English language, we 
cannot say with certainty. 5 

Having laid his Institutions before the world, with 
the view of assisting the cause of protestantism, Calvin 
paid a visit to Italy, in order to see the Duchess of Fer- 
rara, a lady-of eminent piety, by whom he was kindly 
received. On his return from Italy, he came.back to 
France, whence he meant to proceed to Strasburg, 
but on account of the war then raging, it was neces- 
sary; for his safety, that he should pass through the 
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Duke of Savoy’s territories. This circumstance led 
him to Geneva, where the entreaties of a friend seem 
to have been the principal inducement te his settle- 
nent there. Indeed his friend, being of a warm and 
enthusiastic temper, “ger A declared to him, in the 
name of God, that if he would not stay, thé curse af 
God would attend him, wherever he went, as seeking 
himself and not’ Christ.. Calvin, therefore, was at 
length prevailed on ‘to comply with the choice which 
the magistrates of Geneva had made of him, to be one 
of their ministers and professor of divinity. 

In 1587, the year after his settlement at Geneva, he 
made the peo le declare their assent upon oath, to a 
confession of faith, containing a renunciation of pope- 
ry. This magisterial step, however, did not prove 
sufficient fer the extirpation of immorality. Calvin 
then refused the administration of the sacrament to 
them, which was the occasion of his and of his asso- 
ciates’ banishment from the place. Ite betook him- 
self to Strasburg, where he raised a church, of which 
he was the first minister, and in this ‘city also he was 
appointed professor of divinity. | 

The next business in which this active reformer was 


engaged, is that of his being present at the diets of 


Worms ard Ratisbon, where it was intended that re- 


ligious differences should be brought to seme kind of 


accommodation. ‘Thither he went, accompanied by 
Bucer, and had a cenference with Melancthon, of meek 
and quiet memory. ‘The result of these diets, held 
at various times with the view of benefiting: the 
charch, is well known to the readers of ecclesiastical 
history. What a pity, that the right of private judge- 
ment and the exercise of liberality did not prevent 
these fierce altercations, which, at best, were nothing 
more than the defence of human opinions, and, often- 
times terminated in deeds disgraceful to humanity ! 
The magistrates who were the cause of Calvin’s 
banishment from Geneva being removed, he returned 
thither and settled there, in the year 1541. The first 
thing our reformer did, after his settlement, was the 
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_ establishment of a consistorial jurisdiction with vast 


powers of censtre and excommunication. This step 
was justly exclaimed against by many, as the revival 
of spiritual tyranny. RnB eia/ to the spirit of this 
consistorial chamber, which some considered as a kind 
of inquisition, Calvin” (says one of his biographers) 
“proceeded to most unwarrantable lengths, to which 
he was but too easily impelled by a natural warmth 
and unrelenting hardness ef temper.” Of the truth 
of this assertion, the persecution of Servetus, a Span- 
ish physician of great learning and piety, forms a 
memorable proof. He had written letters to Calvin 
og the Trinity, which the latter made the ground 
work of a prosecution, which ended only with the con- 
signment of its victim te the flames!! Servetus had 
written several theological books, in which he had 
expressed himself with freedom on many of the topics 
of orthedoxy. All this raised the holy indignation of 
our reformer, and seems to have extinguished every 
spark of humanity. within him. Varillas affirms, that 
aletter had been seen at Paris, written by Calvin to 
Farel, his intimate friend, wherein is the, followin 


passage—“Servetus has sent me a large book, stuffd 


with 1die iancies, and full of arrogance. He says,. I 
shall find admirable things in it, and such as have not 


® Yoh pal . 7 ey : 
hitherto been feara ur: ~ He Offers to come hither if T 
like it: but I will not engage my word; for if he 
comes, and if any regard be paid to my authority, I 


shall not suffer him tovescape with life !°? Sorblere 


mentions this letter, and says that Grotius saw it at 
Paris, with words in itto this effect. When Servetus, 


therefore, arrived at Geneva, Calvin instantly inform- 


ed the istrates of his arrival; he was thrown into 
prison, and a prosecution commenced against him for 


heresy and blasphemy. The 'same biographer we have 
already quoted observes, that Calvin pursued him with 
a malevolence and fury which was manifestly personal, 
tho no doubt. that refurmer easily persuaded himsel! 
it was all pure zeal for the cause of God and the glory 
of the church. The unhappy mam was burnt alive, 
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October the 27th, 1553, merely for his religious opin- 
ions, and with every imaginable circumstance of de- 
gradation and ignominy ! Amongst the several frivo- 
lous charges brought against him, the principal was, 
which no doubt sealed his ruin, that “in the person of 
Mr. Calyin, minister of the word of God, in the 
church of Geneva, he had defamed the doctrine that 
is preached, uttering all imaginable, injurious and 
blasphemous words against it.” 

Such was the end of Servetus, and such the conduct 
of Calvin in this horrible affair. It is true, the prin- 
ciples of religious liberty were not then understood ; 
and this may be urged by way of extenuation. We 
allow this apology its full force, but must protest 
against that malignity with which the reformer pur- 
sued Servetus, even to the stake! The followers of 
Calvin have attempted to draw a veil over this part of 
his character. Wemust, however, confess, that after 
a full investigation of the subject, we pronounce it de- 
serving of the severest reprobation. To use the words 
of the compiler of the General Dictionary, “The death 
of Servetus left a stain on the character of Calvin 
which nothing can wipe out, because every body has 
believed that he acted in this affair from motives 
merely personal C the craftiness of address, and the 
management in causing Servetus to be apprehended 
and brought to trial; his furious and brutal treatment 
of him at the time of his trial, and his dissimulation 
and malevolence towards him, after his condemnation, 
will not suffer it to be dowttéd.” 

While Calvin was thus rigerously insisting on the 
rights of his-consistory, .in- accusing and punishing 
heretics, he took care’ of the churches both abroad and 
athome. His pen was always in his hand, and he 
was indefatigable in the accomplishment of all his 
purposes. He died, May 27, 1664,* but with the par- 


ticulars of his death we are not unacquainted. He 


* It seems the above date must he a mistake; perhaps, it 
was intended for 1564. “ 
11 
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left behind writings on a vast variety of subjects. The 
edition of his works, published at Geneva, contains 
twelve volumes folio, which have been compressed 
into nine in the edition printed at Amsterdam, 1667. 
His Institutes appear to have excited the most attention, 
and indeed to have attracted the largest share of ad- 
miration. 

Beza, who wrote his life, both in Latin and French, 
assures us, that Calvin knew men again after man 
years, whom he had seen but once, and that when he 
was interrupted for several hours, whilst he was dic- 
tating any thing, he would resume the thread of his 
discourse witheut being told where he broke off, and 
never forgot what he once committéd to memory. He 
married about the age of thirty, and had‘a son, who 
died in infancy. 

In private life Calvin appears to have been unex- 
ceptionable ; but his passions were inflamed by the 
least opposition to his religious opinions. Had the 
goodness of this celebrated reformer’s temper equalled 
the energies of his intellect, his character would have 
been far better entitled to the admiration of posterity. 
The amiable Dr. Watts, in his Lyric Poems, styles 
him the “awful Calvin !” Awful indeed, must be that 
mind, however vigorous, whence sprung a system of 
divinity, whose leading tenet consigns the majority of 
the human race, for a series of predestinated actions, 
to the horrors of ETERNAL MISERY. 


CONVERSATION WITH A DOMESTIC MISSIONARY, 
With some reflections on the same. 

When we see our fellow men embracing errors in 
opinions, or indulging themselves in hurtful passions, 
we conceive it te be our duty to let them know their 
faults, and if possible to set them inthe right. And 
‘sometimes it may be necessary to expose their faults, 
that others may guard againstthem. This is my ob- 
ject in writing the present piece. But I would wish to 
have it bered, that Ido it in charity and brether- 
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ly love towards him, with whom I had the conver- 
sation. 

I shall endeavor to state the simple facts relative to 
the case, as nearly as I can recollect them, and the 
substance of the discourse. 

Last winter, while instructing a school in Lang- 
don, N. H. I fortuitously met with one Mr. R——, 
sent as a missionary, to preach the gospel to the hea- 
then in Langdon. I was politely introduced to him 
by the good man of the house, under whose hospitable 
roof I was then residing ; and whom I believe to be a 
real christian. After some common place observations 
the conversation turned on religion in general : after- 
wards, on agency, depravity, future punishment, &c. 
but no formal arguments were made use of. As I was 
sensible of my youth and inexperience, [ sought to be 
instructed with candor, sincerity, and, I think, with- 
out partiality and without hypocrisy. 

Concerning agency, my bost asked Mr. R. what was 
the difference between moral agency and free agen- 
cy. To which Mr. R. replied, that with men there 
was no difference ;—but that beasts were free agents 
without being moral agents ;—that free agency did 
not imply moral agency ;—but moral agency did free ; 
therefore, man was a y im moral agent. | 

Now, how does this agree with Mr. R.’s sentiment ? 
He is a strict Calvinist ; and (as I was told by one of 
his friends who learnt it of him) believes every event 
was foreordained from all eternity by the Supreme. 
Therefore, according to these premises Mr. R. must 
believe that man is free to do or not to do that which 
his Maker eternally decreed he should do, and therefore 
free to frustrate and subvert the purposes and fore- 
ordination of God. 

Respecting depravity, he said it was total and entire. 
He said, (tho apparently with some sarcasm) 
that he once heard an Arminian preacher advance this 
argument against total depravity, viz. “If man was 
by nature totally depraved, he might live and sin an 
hundred years, and still he no worse than before.” 
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And I thought this argument very conclusive; for I 
cannot conceive how any man can be mere than total- 
ly depraved, or any worse than altogether evil. I then 
replied to Mr. R. that I also disbelieved in total de- 
pravity. At this he seemed somewhat surprised, and 
wished to know my reasons for se believing. I told 
him that, in my opinion, it weuld be implicitly accus- 
ing our divine Savior of a great lack-of wisdom and 
‘ie economy, to-suppose that he would “purchase with 
an his own blood ;’ “by the grace of God, taste death 
mi for every man ;” “give himself a ransom for all ;” and 
iM, buy, with so precious a price as his life, that which 
| was, in itself, of no value, and altogether evil. He 
said he did not mean by total depravity, eorthlessness, 
or no value. ‘I replied that I could not conceive how 
a being totally depraved and. altogether evil, could be 
valuable in any sense of the word. 

Respecting future punishment and the magnitude 
of sin, he said, that every sin was. infinite, because 
committed against an infinite God, and.deserved fu- 
ture endless punishment! I replied that I believed all 
sins to be finite in their nature, because committed 
by finite agents ; and that there would bea punish- 
ment equivalent to the crimes committed ; for on-his 
hypothesis of the infinity of sin, all distinction be- 
tween: crimes was lost; and the smallest and fewest 
sins must be punished with infinite anil eternal pun- 
ishinent ; for, indeed, the largest and most numerous 
can be punished with negreater. For we cannot con- 
ceive of more than one’eternity ; nor of more than one 
infinity of suffering. With a voice somewhat angrily 
tuned, he replied, that God alone, not we, must judge 
of the magnitude of crimes, and of their just punish- 
ment; that those who sinned little, were, perhaps, 
possessed of small capacities ; those who sinned much, 
of larger capacities; consequently, were more res- 
sonsible; and couldsuffer more. punishment than those 
of ‘smaller capacities. But what has the man been 
doing with the infinity of sin? In fact, he-has des- 
HI troyed it with hisown argument. For should we even 
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admit that every.person.sins in the highest degree his 
capacity allows, him to, (which I think no person will 
be willing to allow) still, it would follow, on his own 
eround that he who sins in a smaller degree, cannot 
sin infinitely. For that.which is infinite or unlimited, 
cannot be surpassed or. superceded. So I conclude 
that Mr. R. holds to great infinite sins and little in- 
finite sins. 

Not knowing what was Mr. R.’s belief about the 
tuture estate of infants, as he held to. total depravity 
by nature, [ asked him if he believed that any infants 
would ever have tosufter or be made miserable for any 
thing committed before they were old enough to have 
agency of their own ?.I asked this question in a calm 
and composed manner, and expected asimilaranswer. 
Butalas! whatdid Isee and hear! Instead. of a can- 
did and christian answer to the question asked, Mr. 
R. arose from his seat, advanced towards me, and with 


hand extended, eyes darting indignation, countenance 


distorted with apparent indignation, and voice loud 
and trembling with rage, exclaimed, “I wish to be 
treated civilly! When L-have a question asked me, | 
want it Shduid be G Civit Oe | I replied that 1 in- 
tended no incivility to him; but thought it a civil 
question.” “I don’t think itso, he very angril revcinoe 
“if I should ask you” (pointing te the fire) “if that fire 
would burn, should you not think that I was a fool 
myself, or meant to signify that you were one? Who 
ilo you suppose would be fost enough to think that 
infants wat Have to S2 panished for crimes committed 
before they are wld enough to have agency of their 
own’? [ replied (tho neither intimidated by his 
indignant ire, nor‘offended at his ill treatment) that I 
was but a'youth, a weak erring mortal ;—that, if I had, 
through human weakness or ignorance, treated him 
uncivilly, he ought to forgive and overlook it ; and 
with forbearance to correct and set me in the right. I 
have not, as yet, been convinced of the incivility of 
my question. When I am, I will make a public con- 
fession of it. But asa testimony in my favor, our good 
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hostess, (who is a respectable member of his church,) 
soon after the question was asked, said it was a ques- 
tion that she had heard much talk abaut, and for her 
part she was glad to hear me ask it, hoping to get 
some information on the subject. 

The whole family, as well as myself, were much as- 
tonished at Mr. R.’s conduct : But I was still more 
so, in the evening of the same day, when being at a 
neighbor’s, I was relating the circumstances to a con- 
fidential friend, who told me that Mr. R. was there the 
winter before, and being asked what he thought rela- 
tive to the state of infants after death, calmly replied 
that they were liable to be damned. Now is it not a 
little surprising that Mr. R. should so passionately 
accuse me, both of incivility and foolishness, merely for 
suggesting by a question the possibility of his believing 
that, which the year before, he had promptly said was 
liable te take place ? Was he not the year before, just 
what his question om, would be a fool ; viz. “Who 
do you suppose would be fool enough to believe that 
infants will have to suffer for crimes committed before 
they were old enough to have agency of their own ?” 
If Mr. R. would here equivocate, and say that infants 
are punished for Adam’s sin, we answer that Adam’s 
sin was committed before “infants had any agency of 
their own.” 

Did Mr. R. in this conversation exercise that chris- 
tian charity spoken of by St. Paul which “beareth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things I thi 
not. Nevertheless, I can forgive him : I have ne hard- 
ness towards him: I can pray for him : and wish him 
success in his missionary enterprises. But I think I 
could warrant him more success in converting the 
“heathen,” with a milder disposition, a more consist- 
ent doctrine. May the Lord direct us both in the way 
ef our duty, and guide us inte all truth, which shall 
make us free indeed. | D. S..08 
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE WESTERN ASSO- 
CIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS IN THE STATE OF NEW- 
york, 1822. 


The delegates and ministers constituting the western asso- 
ciation of Universalists, assembled in Lee, N. ¥. on Wednes- 
day morning, June 5, 1822; and after uniting in solemn thanks 
and invocation with Br. A. Green, proceeded to the organiza- 
tion of the Council.— 

1. Appointed Br. W. UnpERwoop, Moderator. 2. -Brs. S. 
R. Suir, and G. B. Lisner, Clerks. , 

3. Received and read the letters from the various societies, 
which gave assurance of increase of numbers and stability. 

4. Received requests from the societies in Smithfield, Alba- 
ny, Lilixburg, Mentz, Sempronms, Camillus, Oswego, Water- 
ford and Hartford, and Dansville, and the church in Virgil, for 
the fellowship of this association. 

5. Voted, that request of said societies be granted. 

6. Order ‘of public worship on Wednesday. 

Morning Service. 

Br. NV. Stacy, Introductory prayer. Br. O. Ackley, Sermon, 

Gen. xlv.26. Br. J. Potter, concluding prayer. 
Afternoon Service. 

Br. I. Whitnal, Introductory prayer. Br. 4. Crandal, 1 
Ser. Acts tii. 19. Br. C. G. Parsons, 2 Ser. 1 Johnii. 1, 2. 
Br. J. S. Flagler, concluding prayer. 

7. Appointed Brs. A. Green, J. S. Flagler and S. Jones, a 
committee to receive requests for letters of fellowship or ordi- 
nation. 

8. Adjourned until 7 o’clock Thursday morning. Prayer by 
Br.S. A. Skeele. . 

9. Thursday morning, met at 7 o’clock and opened the 
council with prayer by Br. S. Miles. 

10. Received a letter from Br. Wood, ministering in Water- 
town and vicinity, expressive of his belief in the universal grace 
and salvation of God, declaring his fellowship for this body, 
and requesting some testimony of fraterna] esteem ; Therefore 
Resolved, That the clerk be instructed to address a letter to Br. 
Wood on the subject of his communication. 

11. The association, on being presented with the prospectus 
of a new Hymn Book, compiled by Br. David Pickering :—Re- 


solved, that the said Hymu Book be hereby recommended to 


the use of the several societies of this connection, and especially 


those which are net yet supplied with any other collection. 
12. The committee for fellowship or ordination, reported in 
favor of granting a letter of fellowship to Br. Amos Reed, and 


» ordination to Br. Job Potter. 
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13. Voted, that the requests of Brs. Reed and Potter be 
granted—and also, 

14. Resolved, That as Br. Reed has been a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal connection, this association will consider 
it a favor of the said Methedist church, if at the next associa- 
tion they will present any charges which they may have against 
the moral character of said Reed; and they shall receive due 
hearing and attention. 

15. Appointed Brs. W. Underwood, S. Miles, and I. Whit- 
nal, committee of discipline the ensuimg year. 

16. Appointed Brs. A. Green, N. Stacy, J. S. Flagler and J. 
Foster a committee to visit the Genessee Branch Association, to 
be holden in Gorham, Ontario county, the first Wednesday and 
Thursday in October next. 

17. Resolved, that, as by common report, Nathaniel Smith, a 
preacher in connection with the General Convention of Univer- 
salists, is charged with immorality and unchristian deportment, 
a committee of three be appointed to examine and ascertain 
as far as may be practicable, the nature of such reports, and 
that said committee report to the committee of discipline, 
whether the nature of the subject requires the intervention of 
this body. | 

18. Voted, that Brs. D. Pickering, G. B. Lisher, and S. R. 
Smith be the aforesaid committee. 

19. Order of public service on Thursday. 


MORNING SERVICE. 


Brs. S. Jones, Introductory prayer. G.B. Lisher, Sermon, 
Gal. ii. 16, 17. A. Green, concluding prayer. 


AFTERNOON ORDINATION SERVICE. 

Brs. A. Reed, Introductory prayer. S. Jones, Sermion, Eph. 
iv. 11, 12, 13. W. Underwood, conseorating prayer. N. Sta- 
cy, delivery of scrip. and charge. S. R. Smith, right hand of 
fellowship. I. Whitnal, concluding prayer. 

20. Heard the report of Brs. N. Stacy, and S. R. Smitb,— 
That, being called with others, as a council for the purpose of 
solemnly ordaming Br. Oliver Ackley as an evangelist ; they 
had attended to the request, and conferred ordination. Voted, 
that the said procedure and ordination is approved. 

21. Voted, that Br. S. R. Smith prepare the minutes of asso- 
siation for the press—accompany the same with a circular let- 
ter, and that 1500 cepies he printed. 

22. Voted, that this association be adjourned to meet in 
Laurenville, Otsego, N. ¥. the first Wednesday and Thursday 
in June, 1823. 

23. Voted, that this association recommend fo the brethren in 
Jefferson county and its vicinity, and also to those in Chenango 
county atid vicinity, to organize in their respective seetions, 
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branch associations—in order that the societies may be more 
generally represented—the labor and expense of long journies 
prevented, and the necessary business of this body lessened. 


24. Br. I. Whitnal returned thanks to Almighty God for his 


grace and blessing through the se-sion, and the association ad- 


journed, 
WILLIAM UNDERWOOD, Moderator. 


STFPHEN R. proche, Clerks 
GEORGE B. LISHER,§ © - 
SS 
Societies in fellowship, - ° ‘ a ole 62 
Churches, - - - = « a a 12 
Ministering brethren present, pet ia ys oe 18 
Absent, - - - - > - - - le 
onic 


eVames and residence of Preachers.* 


Nathaniel Stacy, Hamilion.— William Underwood, Litch- 
yield.—Stephen R. Smith, Vew-Hartford.—Seth Jones, Augus- 
fa.—Stephen Miles, Mugusta.—lsaac Whitnal, Camilius.— 
Pitt Morse, Henderson.—Cernelius G. Parson, Elhsburg.— 
Amos Crandall, Waterferd, Penn.—Arthur Field, Otsega.— 
Salmon Adams, Rega.—Oliver Ackiey, Madison.—Job Potter, 
Hamilton.—George B. Lisher, Albany.—Samuel A. Skeele, 
Oxferd.—John S. Flagler, Scipio.—Thomas Gross, Williams- 
ville.—Liscomb Knapp, Brighton.—Calvin Morton, Murray.— 
Archelaus Green, Virgil._—Andrew Vandenberg, Pompey.— 
James Foster, Manlius.—Stephen Cook, Hadley.—Edwin Fer- 
ris, Unadilla.—Lewis Fitts, Danby.—Lewis Beers, Danby.— 
Daniel Upson, Dansville.—James Goudy, Western.—Caleb 
Todd, Chatauque.—Alfred Peck, Stafford.—Hollis Sampson, 
Stafford. 





* Where residence is unknown, names are omitted. 
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From the Christian Intelligencer. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE EASTERN ASSOCIATION..OF UNI- 
VERSALISTS, CONVENED AT TURNER, (ME) JUNE, 1822. 
The ministers and delegates composing the Eastern Association 
of Universalists met according to adjournment, in Turner, at Br. 
Seth Stapies’, and opened the business of the Couneil by devout 
thanksgiving and prayer by Br. S. Streeter. 

Proceeded to business by choosing, 1. Br. SEsastTian 
STREETER, Moderator. 2. Bre. Sytvanus Copp and Res- 
SELL STREETER, Clerks. 

12 
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Order of Exercise, Wednesday, A. M. 

Br. S. Streeter, Introductory prayer. Br. 8. Cobb, Sermon, 
from Eph. 1. 13,14. Br. Wm. A. Drew, concluding prayer. 

3. Chose Brs. R. Streeter, S. Cobb and Wm. Frost, a com- 
mittee to receive and examine applications for fellowship and 
ordination, and report on the same during the session ; and to 
grant Letters during the recess of the Association. 

‘Order of Service, P. M. 

Introductory prayer, Br. J. Woodman. Sermon, Br. R. 

Streeter, Phil. mi. 10. Concluding prayer, Br. A. Barton. 
6 o’cleck Service. 

First prayer, Br. J. Butterfield. Sermon, Br. Wm. Frost, 
Ps. xxii. 17. Last prayer, Br. 8. Streeter. 

4. Metin Council, and adjourned to Thursday morning, 8 
o’clock. Prayer by Br. R. Streeter. 

5. Thursday, 8 o’clock, met according to adjournment, and 
joined in prayer with Br. Wm. Frost. 

6. Read the credentials from several delegates, and heard 
particular relations of the state of Societies, and of the prospe- 
rity of the Redeemer’s cause, in this section of his heritage. 

7th. Voted, That the Universalist Society in Minot be re- 
ceived into fellowship with this Association. 

8. Voted, That the Universalist’ Society in Lewistown be 
received into fellowship with this Association. 

Order of Public Service, TQursday, A. M. : 

Opening prayer, Br. S. Cobb. Sermon, Br. W. A. Drew, 
i Cor. xv. 12. Closing prayer, Br. R- Streeter. 

Public Service, P. M. 

Introductory Prayer, Br. R. Streeter. Sermon, Br. S. Street- 
er, Eph. 1. 9, 10. 

Ordination of Br. Asa Barton. 

Ordaining Prayer, Br. J. Butterfield. Delivery of the Scrip- 
tures and Charge, Br. 5. Streeter. Hand of Fellowship, Br. 
William Frost. Prayer and Benediction, Br. S. Streeter. 

9. Voted, That Br. Russell Streeter prepare a Circular to ac- 
company the Minutes of the proceedings of this session, and 
print them in the Christian Intelligencer and Gospel] Advocate. 

10. Adjourned this Association to meet by Divine permis- 
sion, at Waterville, on the 4th Wednesday and ‘Thursday in 
June, 1823. | 

11. a by solemn and devout Prayer, by Br, Joseph But- 
terfield. 


SE 
From Benedict’s History of the Baptists. 
RETRIBUTION. 


During the reign of Henry VIII. in England, the 
Anabaptists were persecuted, and two of considerable 
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eminence, namely, Joan Boucher, (commonly called 
Joan of Kent,) and George Yan Pare, a Dutchman, 
were committed to the flames. It.is related, that ‘a 
person supposed to be Fox (the author of the book of 
Martyrs) earnestly entreated the fainous John Rogers, 
who was afterwards burnt at Smithfield,) to use his in- 
terest with the Archbishop to save the poor woman 
from the cruel death to which she had been doomed. 
But Rog*rs answered, That burning alive was no cru- 
el death, but was easy enough. Fox, astonished at 
such an answer, replied, “Well, perhaps it may so hap- 
pen that you yourself shall have your hands full of this 
mild burning.”? And so itcame to pass ; for Rogers 
was the first man who was burned in Queen Mary’s 
reign.’ 


GUNPOWDER AND BRANDY. 
7 (Selected.) 

An office in the government of Satan being once 
upon atime vacant, “the prince of the power of the 
air’? convened a council, when it was proposed, that on 
the trial of the skill and abilities of the two demons, 
he who caused the most misery on earth and brought 
the greatest number of mortals to the regions of des- 
pair, sRould fill the vacant office and be first in autho- 
rity. 

One went in the shape of gunpowder, the other that 
of brandy, rum, gin, &c. the former was an open ene- 
my and roared with a terrible noise. This made the 
folks to be afraid, and put them on their guard. But 
the other passed as a friend and a physician, pretend - 
ed to make them strong and healthy, was at.all their 
merry makings, frolics, and entertainments, . “By these 
means he caused them to be off their guard ; and at 
length to become his most ene servants, and that 
too, “for the wages of death.” Under the notion of 
helping digestion, comforting the spirits, and cheering 
the heart, he produced the direct contrary effects 
And having insensibly thrown great numbers into de- 
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cay, he was found to people hell and the grave so fast, 
as to merit the office in preierence to him .who went 


among the people in the shape of gunpowder. 





THE LAST STATE WORSE THAN THE FIRST. 


We are requested to offer something on this subject, 
and, partieularly, with reference to the expression, 
‘the last state? It is found in Matt. xii. 43, 44, 45, and 
in Luke ¥i. 24—26, «When the unclean spirit is gone 
out of a man, he (the wnclean spirit) walketh through 
dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. Then he 

the unclean spirit) saith, I will return into my house 
a is, the man) from whence I came out; and when 

e is come, he findeth it (the man, prefigured by a house) 
swept and garnished. Then goeth he (the unclean 
spirit) and taketh with himself seven other spirits 
more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell 
there : and the last state of that man is worse than the 
first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked gen- 
ération.” } : 

From this passage an objection is stated, that if the 
last state is worse than the first, it proves endless mis- 
ery, as there can be no state after the last. In reply, 
let it be observed, the words first and last are relative 
terms. They express time with reference to some 
period, which the subject is supposed to designate as 
naturally understood, if not expressed. Hence the 
same thing gl be termed Jast in reference to one 
subject, and, afterwards first in reference to another. 
On this principle may be explained, how the last can 
be first and the first last.* 

“The last state of that man” is used to represent the 
then present generation of the Jews, in their miserable 


* St. Paul says, ““Lastef all,” he was seen of me also as of one 
born out of due time.” Are we to infer from this, that Christ 


never appeared, nor will appear to any one after he appeared to 
St. Paul? Undoubtedly not. Then this last of all is to be un- 
derstood in relation to the circ umstances he had before named. 
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condition, under the impending evils that then hun 

over them. But we find a promise is left us that “al 

Israel shall be saved,’?? Rom. xi. 26. This “last 
state’? then, as mentioned above, is not their final 
state ; for in that we find a promise that God will take 
away their sins. See Christian Repository, Vol. I. 
page #24, on this subject. 


FUTURE PUNISHMENT, DISCUSSED BY HYRAM AND THE 
EDITOR OF THE (PHILADELPHIA) UNIVERSALIST MAG- 
AZINE. 

This discussion has now been extended to some 
length, having occupied a number of communications 
from each of the parties. The Editor of this work 
would beg leave to express a desire, that it might be 
speedily brought to a close. Altho the subject seems 
far from being exhausted, it would undoubtedly be 
more acceptable to many of our readers, by appearing 
ina new form. Most readers become weary of long 
protracted controversies; and, indeed, it is not un- 
er case, that they so far degenerate, as to 
abound with many eccertric remarks, which arise from 
the particular feelings of the disputants, in their mode 
of treating controversies and each ether. When men 
become firmly established in their own opinions, and 
when those opinions have attained to sonie public no- 
toriety, whatever opposes, generally appears to them 
very ill. On this account we ought to grant to polem- 
ic writers some indulgence in our feelings, and they 
certainly ought to make allowances for each other. 
Religious controversy temperately and charitably con- 
ducted, may undoubtedly be useful in déciding on 
doubtful points of theology ; but when it degenerates 
to mere strife, or abounds with many personal obser- 
vations, we have reason to believe much of its pro- 
fessed object is in a great measure lost, and the reader 


but little benefited. 


1O* 


- ~~ 








J a 
7 a 


a - WA 
ee 7 
we 
“ ner iat 


ae — " “i 
_ 


Ee eae 


Ce NE PE 


eee to IBN 
eee 


Nicks Be Pa Tae 


lt ties, po ttiga a hy ER Ss 


138 Christian Repository. 


From the first volume of the Unitarian Miscellany. 


THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 

It has been a darling object with many persons, both 
at home and abroad, to extend the blessings of the es- 
tablished church of England to the United States. But, 
as we covet neither episcopal jurisdiction, hierarchi- 
cal despotism, unscriptural rites, non-resident clergy, 
nor formal worship, we have ever declined the profter- 
ed kindness, which would establish them in our land. 
Such refusal has called down reproaches on our heads. 
Our aversion to an establishment has been mistaken for 
enmity to religion. It has been branded as a sign of 
the times, a proof that infidelity is chilling our hearts, 
desolating our churches, and corrupting society. In the 
bitter an of objurgation, a writer in the London 
Quarterly Review for October last, attempts to show 
that religion has few altars and no home in the United 
States. For this purpose he cites Mr. Bristed, and on 
his authority the late President Dwight. The former, 
premising that we have “no system of tythes, no lay- 
patronage, ne established national church,” adds, “in 
consequence of this entire indifference on the part of 
the state governments, full one third of our whole pop- 
ulation are destitute ofall religious ordinances.” This 
is an exaggeration ; yet itis but too true, that very 
many are destitute of proper religious instruction ; and 
many others are instructed more carefully in unprofit- 
able doctrines and bewildering mysteries, than in the 
practical christian duties. We would gladly adopt 
some means to remedy this evil ; to make the religious 
instruction more edifying ; to diffuse correct views. of 
gospel truths ; but we cannot think with Mr. Bristed, 
that a system of tythes, lay-patronage, and an estab- 
tished national church would abate this evil. For let 
us ask, if the evil is not as great,—nay, if it is not 
much greater, within the jurisdiction of the estab- 
fished national church of England? This question we 
shall answer by some statemeats, taken from the re- 


Mew above mentioned, and leave others to draw 
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their conclusion, either for or against a church estab- 
lishment.* 

“In the metropolis (of Great Britain) observes the 
reviewer, there are seven parishes, each containing 
from twenty to thirty thousand inhabitants more than 
their respective places of worship can contain; six in 
which the excess is from thirty to forty thousand ; two 
in which it is from forty to fifty thousand ; and one 
parish, that of Mary-le-bone, which, with a population 
of seventy-five thousand, has room in its church and 
chapels for only nine thousand. Nor is this deficien- 
cy confined to the metropolis. Liverpool having a 
population of ninety-four thousand, can accommodate 
in the churches only twenty-one thousand ; Manches- 
ter, with seventy-nine thousand inhabitants, has 
churches only for eleven thousand. In the diocess 
of Wischestert accommodation is wanting for two 
hundred and sixty-five thousand persons, more than 
four fifths of its whole population ; in that of Yorkt 
it is wanting for five hundred and eighty thousand ; 
and in that of Chester, for one million and forty thou- 
sand. ‘This deficiency is greatest in growing towns 
and cities, the very places where religious instruction 
is more peculiarly required.” “It appears from the 
official documents which he (Mr. Yates) has collected 
and compared, that within the small circle of TEN 
MILES argund London,§-nINE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY- 
SEVEN THOUSAND souls are shut out from the common 
pastoral offices of the national religion.” 

(To be continued.) 


* These statements will be found in the London Quarterly 
Review, Vol. XXIII. Art. New Churches. 

t It may surprise some readers to hear, that notwithstanding 
this dearth of churches and religious instruction, the prelates 
receive incomes sufficient to supply this deficiency, if properly 
employed. ‘The Bishop of Winchester, Dr. Brownlow North, 
has from his bishopric eighteen thousand pounds per annum, 

¢ The Arehbishop of York, Dr. Edward V. Vernon, has from 
his see fourteen thousand pounds per annum. 

§ The Bishop of London, Dr. William Howley, has nine 
thousand pounds per annum. 


ul 
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The following letter from Publius Lentulus to the Senate of 
Rome, concerning the person of our Savior, I presume would 
be acceptable to many of your readers. By publishing it, you 
would confer a favor on Yours, &c. W. 


“Conscript' Fathers,—There has appeared in these 
our days a man of great virtue, named Jesus Christ, 
who is yet living among us, and of the Gentiles is ac- 
cepted for a prophet of truth ; but his own disciples 
call him the Son of God. He raiseth the dead, and 
cureth all manner of diseases—a man ofastature some- 
what tall and comely; witha very reverend counte- 
nance, such as the beholders may both love and fear ; 
his hair the color of a filbert fully ripe, plain to his 
ears, whence downward it is more orient of color; 
somewhat curling and waved about his shoulders. In 
the midst of his head is a seam or partition of his hair, 
after the manner of the Nazarites ; his forehead plain 
and delicate, his face without spot or wrinkle, beauti- 
ful with a comely red ; his nese and mouth exactly 
formed ; his beard thick, the color of his hair, not any 
great length, but forked; his look innocent, his eyes 
erey, clear and quick. In reproving, terrible ; in ad- 
monishing, courteous ; in speaking, very modest and 
wise. In proportion of body, well shaped. None 
have seen him laugh, but many have seen him weep. 
A man for his singular beauty surpassing the children 
of men.” Brattleboro’ paper. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTES. 

A certain deacon, whose conduct often bespoke, “TI 
am more holy than thou,” chanced to attend a meet- 
img, where the “good tidings ef great joy which shall 
be unto all people,”’ were preached. This being not 
consonant to the feelings of his mind, it aroused his 


holy indignation, and hastening from the place of wor- 


ship he exclaimed, “Jf all my neighbors go te heaven, 
T wont? !!! 
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Religtous persecution—A few days since, brother 
F. and brother B. were conversing together on religious 
persecutions. Br. F. observed that our periodical pub- 
lications were recently filled with a great many ac- 
counts of excommunications, which he thought was 
very ominous of the rapid decline of Christianity. 
Brother B. replied that he thought not; he thought it 
was an improvement on former aves ; : for, said he, they 
have now substituted excommunication in the room of 
burning. 








A Universalist preacher in the state of New-Hamp- 
shire, in addition to his ministerial labors, instructed 
a school to the acceptance of his employers. A Bap- 
list sister, being told that the district could find no 
fault with the instruction or morals of their teacher, 
in an ardor of piety, exclaimed, “O, I am really sor- 

3 Tam afraid it will corrupt the morals of the 
oa: P99 


=P 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
etoile Mrs. Stevens, of Groton, N. ¥. com- 
mitted suicide, by hanging herself, July the 15th. She 
had been affected by religious i impressions previously 
to this time, and it is supposed she was in a state of 
mental derangement, which led her to commit the 
melancholy deed.—R. Inquirer. 








We learn from the Religious Inquirer that a famous 
preacher by the name of Asahel Nettleton has been 
engaged for about two months in producing a ‘revival,’ 
in the town of Somers, in Connecticut. A respectable 
man by the name of Fuller became a convert. He 
neglected all business, attended all conferences and 
religious meetings ; and without regard to health or 
comfort ran about from house to house exhorting peo- 
ple to flee from the wrath tocome. The consequence 
of this was mental derangement.: On the 17th of July, 
he attempted to kill his wife and child. After being 
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severely bruised, his wife escaped the violence of his 
hands. In attempting to cut his child’s throat with 
a case knife, he mangled it some time and left it un- 
der a tree. The child it is hoped will recover.” 

In Wilbraham, Mass. this preacher, it is said, thas 
aroused the people to a degree of insanity.’ ‘One man, 
in particular, smites himself with his fists, with re- 
peated and astonishing violence. Such are the sad 
effects of what is called the gospel ; but we are confi- 
dent it is “another gospel,” which has~no proper re- 
lation to the gospel of Jesus Christ.’’* 


* Such are the wonderful efiects of Mr. Nettleton’s preach- 
ing that he is accounted among his brethren as an oracle. In 
the New-Haven Religious [ntelligeucer he is gravely called 
“that FAVORED servant of God!” Inthe Woodstock Evan- 
gelical Monitor, he is called “ihe Apostolic Neltleton !!” 
“Thus it” ts “tdone to the man whom the” people “‘delight to 
honor.” 

-——_—__] 

Excommunication.—We learn from the Universal- 
ist Magazine of Boston, that Mrs. Hannan Parx- 
nurst of Dunstable, Mass. has been excommunicated 
for believing in the salvation of all men. 

}———__} 

We learn from the Buffalo Patriot, that propesals 
are issued for publishing & weekly Universalist paper, 
to be entitled Fhe Gospel fdvocate. See the second 
page of the covers. | ) 

[= 

Herald of Salvation.—Proposals have been issued 
for publishing a periodical Universalist work, at Wa- 
tertown, N. Y. to be entitled The Herald of Salva- 
tion, each No. to contain 16 pages, at one dollar per 
annum, 





————See 


OBITUARY. 
DIED—At Langdon, N. WH. August 2, Mr. ALLEN BipwExu, 
aged 62. His death was occasioned by fal!ing from a load of 


grain. 
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At Whiting, Vt. July 27th, 1822, Mr. Levi WALKER, in the 
fifty-first year of his age. He was a man possessing strong and 
vigorous powers of mind, active in the busy pursuits of life, ne- 
ble in deeds of philanthropy, and as a public spirited man was 
surpassed by none. He died in the faith of Abraham, which 
teaches ‘the final restitution of all things.” He was a firm 
supporter of the doctrine of God’s impartial grace, which teach- 
es us **to love our neighbor as ourselves.” 

At Lisle, N. Y. June 5, Mr. THomas eprnanne, formerly a 
resident of Windsor, Vt. ‘ 

At Windsor, Vt. August 4, Mr. CHARLES LEAVENS, in the 
76th year of his age. 

At Reading, July 26, widow TrypHEena Jubp, aged 67.—- 
Aug.st 29, Mr. JosBpm STANLEY, aged 72. 

Ai Brookville, Indiana, June 14, Mrs. Parry HAmmownpn, 
consort of Mr. Nathaniel Hammond, Jun.—June lo, NATHAN- 
IEL 3d, son of Nathaniel Hammond. Mr. Hammond was for- 
merly aresident in this State, whence he moved to Indiana, 
in the year 1820. 





From the Hillsboro’ Telegraph. 
CRISPIN’S COTTAGE. 


On yonder little verdant hill, 

Hard by a little lucid rill, 

Where harmless robins sing so sweet, 
Found is our Crispin’s snug retreat. 


O’ershaded by the maple tree, 

Round which the gentle zephyrs play, 
And where the little feather’d race 
Securely find a hiding place. 


His family from year to year, 
Fed by his labor and his care, 
Content and happy ever feel, 
To share with him the frugal meal. 


Perhaps you wish, in this affair, 

To know what Crispin’s tenets are, 
But if my muse will give me leave, 
{°ll tell you what he don’t believe. 


He don’t believe that God the just, 
Made some to be forever curs’d, 
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While.others he su ely blest, 
” y 


And form’d their s a s for happiness. 
He don’t believe, should he be told, 
Salvation may be‘bought for gold, 
Nor man his Maker’s favor wins, 

By paying taxes for bis sins. 





He don’t believe that any preacher 
Is fit to be a public teacher, 


Who in the pulpit hard will labor - 
To save himself and damn.-his neighbor. o<— 


. 


He don’t believe, nor ever dream, 
That napocy thes are blest supreme, 
Who wilfully defraud a neighbor, ¢, 


Or stab him with detraction’s sabre. ; ™ 


[Unless the Almighty first design’d be 
The happiness of all mankind ; 


That in the final restoration, 
All sinners should obtain salvation. | 


He don’t believe a christian needs ¥ i 2 

A priest, to teach him by his creeds, & . 

That Hopkins is the heavenly = 
e. 


And throw his Bible quite asi 


This is his last and fervent prayer, 


That men im paradise may share 
Of happiness a greater quantum, 
Than modern priests intend to grant them. 


L. H. 


